ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
GRADE 9

CONTROLLED TEST

LITERATURE – WAR HORSE

TOTAL: 20

Read the following extract from War Horse and answer ALL the questions.

Extract from Chapter 4, War Horse
As we approached the flagpole in the centre of the green where the Union Jack hung limp in the sun against the white pole, and officer pushed through the crowd towards us. He was tall and elegant in his jodhpurs and Sam Brown belt, with a silver sword at his side. He shook Albert’s father by the hand. “I told you I’d come, Captain Nicholls, sir,” said Albert’s father. “It’s because I need the money, you understand. Wouldn’t part with a horse like this ‘less I had to.”

“Well farmer,” said the officer, nodding his appreciation as he looked me over. “I’d thought you’d be exaggerating when we talked in The George last evening. ‘Finest horse in the parish’ you said, but then everyone says that. But this one is different – I can see that.” And he smoothed my neck gently and scratched me behind my ears. Both his hand and his voice were kind and I did not shrink away from him. “You’re right, farmer, he’d make a fine mount for any regiment and we’d be proud to have him – I wouldn’t mind using him myself. No, I wouldn’t mind at all. If he turns out to be all he looks, then he’d suit me well enough. Fine looking animal, no question about it.”
‘Forty pounds you’ll pay me, Captain Nicholls, like you promised yesterday?” Albert’s father said in a voice that was unnaturally low, almost as if he did not want to be heard by anyone else. “I can’t let him go for a penny less. Man’s got to live.”

“That’s what I promised you last evening, farmer,” Captain Nicholls said, opening my mouth and examining my teeth. “He’s a fine young horse, strong neck, sloping shoulder, straight fetlocks. Done much work has he? Hunted him out  yet, have you?”

“My son rides him out every day,” said Albert’s father. “Goes like a racer, jumps like a hunter he tells me.”

“Well,” said the officer, “as long as our vet passes him as fit and sound in wind and limb, you’ll have your forty pouns, as we agreed.”

“I can’t be long, sir,” Albert’s father said, glancing back over his shoulder. “I have to get back. I have my work to see to.”

“Well, we’re busy recruiting in the village as well as buying,” said the officer.
1.1 What happened to Captain Nicholls in the war?

(1)

1.2
Here are the names of all the people who looked after Joey during the war. Write what became of each of them:

1.2.1
Trooper Warren

1.2.2
Emily and her Grandfather

1.2.3
Friedrich

(4)

1.3
Joey is sold here for 40 pounds. Why are the following three amounts significant?


1.3.1
27 pounds


1.3.2
28 pounds


1.3.3
One penny

(6)

1.4
Alberts father knew Albert would be very sad to lose Joey. How did Joey help Emily?

(2)

1.5
Who took Joey away from Emily and how did it affect her?

(2)

1.6
Joey’s best friend during the war was Topthorn. How did Joey react when Topthorn died?
(1)

1.7
Near the end of the story Joey is discovered in No-man’s land by the German and the English. Who took Joey and why could they take Joey?

(2)

1.8
How did Albert find Joey again?

(2) Total: 20

